
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/977,776 



10/15/2001 



7590 



10/14/2003 



LARRY RICHARD HUNT 
5003 FARUBROOK LN. 
GAINESVILLE, GA 30507 



Larry Richard Hunt 



3783 



EXAMfNER 



LE, HOA VAN 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



1752 

DATE MAILED: 10/14/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
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Examiner 

Hoa V. Le 



Applicant(s) 

HUNT ET AL 



Art Unit 

1752 



— The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 02 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 



2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is; 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1_ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) 1 and soecfication is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)QAII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 4) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

1 5) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 20 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 



2) CD Notice of Drattsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) CH Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) Q Other: 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 04-01 ) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No. 02 
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This is in response to the election filed on 25 September 2003. 



I. 



Applicants elect the invention of Group I, claims (1, 5-11) and (12-13) and request the 



invention the inventions of Groups II-V of the sets of the claims (2-4), (14-16), ((17) and (18- 
19)) and (20) be rejoined with the elected, considered and searched invention of Group I. 

II. Applicants' prior art submission filed on 28 February 2003 has been considered. 

III. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Haye et al (5,773,202 
as submitted) disclose, teach and suggest a photographic bleaching composition comprising a 
conventional amount of hydrogen peroxide and a conventional amount of a diphosphoric acid 
chelating agent but fail to disclose, teach or suggest a cyclicaminomethanediphosphoric acid as 
claimed. Accordingly, the elected invention of Group I, claims (1, 5-11) and (12-13) is allowable 
over Haye et al or with any references on the record. Claims (2-4), (17), (18-19) and (20) contain 
sufficient limitations of the allowable claims. Accordingly, they are permitted to be rejoined with 
the allowable claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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IV. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

AMENDMENT : The non-elected invention of Group in, claims 14-16, without traverse on the 
record having insufficient limitations as those in the elected, considered, searched and allowable 
claims and not being rejoinable with the allowable claims in claim in accordance with the 
authority stated in In re Ochiai, 37 USPQ2d 1 127 or In re Brouwer, 37 USPQ2d 1663 and MPEP 
821.04 is canceled to put the instant application in a condition for an allowance. 

V. An initial examination of the drawings finds that hand writings or connections of 
electrical lines between two electrical items are not up to a standard of the requirements and 
other such as item 11, 11-1, 12, 13 (with electrical connections), 24, 27 (with ground electrical 
item being not proportion with the other electrical items), 32, 33, 34 (with electrical inlet). A 
proper correction is requested and required. Please items 1 1-2 in figures 1 and 3. It is wished that 
items 26-1, 27-1, 31 could be better. 

VT. No examination on the merits or search is made until applicants provide or submit a 
proper application format. 

VII. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hoa V. Le whose telephone number is 703-308-2295 (after Mid- 
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December 2003 with 571-272-1332. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30AM- 
5:00PM, M-TH. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Janet Baxter can be reached on 703-308-2303. The fax phone numbers of the 
examiner is 703-746-7172 (after Mid-December with 571- 273-1332) . Since there is a newly 
electronic filing procedure for all initial communicating papers and all responses to an Office 
action, the examiner fax phone number is not for use to receive any fax in response to an Office 
action. Applicant is requested and required to send all initial communicating papers and all 
response to Office action to a central paper or fax receiving center for an electronic scanning 
procedure. 

Applicants may file a paper by (1) fax with a central facsimile receiving number 703- 
872-9306, 

(2) mail with a central mail receiving address: 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
2011 South Clark Place 
Customer Window 

Crystal Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1B03 
Arlington, VA 22202 
For any related question please call Customer Service at 703-308-1202. 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 
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